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A  N E W S L E T T E R  F O R  T H E  F R I E N D S  O F  M I T  C R E W

THE RACE TO ENSURE THE FUTURE OF CREW AT MIT

We Need You To Get In The Boat With Us!

FOMITC SEEKS TO INVOLVE ALUMNI

Encouraging Your Reconnection!
By Jack Frailey ’44

The best way to acquaint you with what
your board of directors has been doing is for
me to aim your attention at the many articles
in this issue that describe these activities. I
believe you will find all of them very much
worth reading.

The underlying theme throughout all we
do is to find better ways and means of en-
couraging your reconnection with the sport—
to fan the flame of your memories of the peo-
ple and events that meant so much to you as
a student. Three of our major efforts toward
that goal are: 1) the establishment of a com-
prehensive photo gallery on the web, con-
taining over 500 (and growing) historical pho-

tos dating back to 1921, about which Karl
Richter writes (page 8); 2) the inspiration to
return at reunion time to experience once
again the competitive spirit and camaraderie
that bound us so closely to one another back
then (see Ron Young’s article, page 11); and
3) the inception of our R4 Project (Regional
Rowing Reunion Receptions), about which
Pete Peterson writes (page 5). The first two re-
gional receptions are planned for the Seattle
and San Francisco Bay areas the first weekend
in May; if you can be there, I urge you to
plan now to attend.

We feel that this goal for us would be suffi-
cient in and of itself, but we also hope that

(continued on page eight)
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By Jack Frailey ’44 and Pete Peterson ’58
MIT Crew today has two major races un-

derway. The first is with oarsmen and oars-
women who are competing on the water to
prepare themselves for future leadership
and life challenges. The second race in-
volves us, the MIT crew alumni, who are
competing with dollar support to ensure
that the sport we so strongly believe in has
a permanent place in MIT’s future.

Crew and all other athletic programs
are under economic stress at MIT and
practically all other schools in the USA. A
few far-sighted schools such as Stanford,
Washington, and Cornell are solving this
problem by the alumni raising the stroke
and committing to efforts that have, or
shortly will, fully endow their programs.
Economic stress will continue and may
have even more impact in eroding MIT’s
ability to support non-academic programs.

As alumni, we have a simple choice.
Do nothing and let the program continue
to suffer from economic strangulation, or
become proactive and raise the money
necessary to put crew on a self-funding

basis for the long term.
Practically every one of you we have

talked with feels strongly about their rowing
experiences and are committed to ensuring
that future students have the opportunity to
learn through crew. We therefore have no
choice but to up the cadence and raise the
necessary funding. Here is where we are
headed and what we believe: 
FOMITC Vision—The Five-Year Viewpoint
1. Rowing unquestionably MIT’s premier
sport
2. MIT competitive with Ivy League peers
and traditional rivals
3. Broader outreach and widespread partici-
pation across all of MIT—including gradu-
ate students, recreational sculling, clubs,
and staff and faculty.
FOMITC Mission
Collaborate with MIT administration to:
1. Supply financial support to ensure long-
term success at MIT
2. Serve as role models and mentors
3. Assist in marketing MIT and rowing to
potential students 
4. Provide a model for other DAPER pro-

grams to enhance alumni giving
FOMITC/MIT Goals By FY 2008/9
1. FOMITC will raise sufficient funding to
enable 90 percent of crew budget to be
alumni funded—estimated 2008 budget
$1.75M
• Endowment base of $35M yielding
$1.40m annually
• Annual crew giving yielding $0.20m 
2. MIT has agreed that if FOMITC provides
the funding it will:
• Provide evidence that the administration
wants to and will support crew:

• Environment and resources that will
lead to excellence in rowing programs
• Funds raised for rowing will be used
for rowing unless otherwise agreed to by
FOMITC

• Provide support for the rowing program:
• Full-time employment for coaches and
compensation competitive with Ivy peers
• Marketing of rowing to potential and
current students within NCAA and MIT
admissions guidelines.



By Candace Royer
It was a real pleasure for me to have the

opportunity to speak to the Friends of MIT
Crew who were in attendance at the Head of
the Charles pre-banquet meeting in October
2003. It was obvious from all in attendance
that former rowers are as committed to MIT as
DAPER is to making the rowing experience
special for the current crop of oarsmen and
oarswomen. 

A special highlight to this year’s HOC
event was the return of Steve Tucker with a
slide presentation that overviewed his trials,
travails, and successes! We are all in his debt
for sharing this time to walk down memory
lane with us. 

Other highlights included some insightful
and inspiring personal musings from Percy
Nelson, class of 1949; current student ac-
counts of what the MIT rowing experience
means to them; and the opportunity for me
and members of my staff to enjoy the cama-
raderie of dining with some of MIT’s finest! 

What follows now is a brief overview of
the comments that I made in the pre-banquet
presentation to those in attendance: 
• MIT’s commitment to DAPER and to athlet-
ics has never been more evident. The Zesiger
Sports and Fitness Center is a $60M example
of the commitment to athletics and the desire
on the part of MIT to improve student life on
this campus! 
• Other physical changes are all around us.
Rockwell Cage, Barry Field, Steinbrenner
Track have all been renewed. We now need
to move to our boathouse and our sailing
pavilion and Briggs Fields for renovations that
are long overdue. 
• Never has support from the academic/ad-
ministrative side of the street been stronger.
Senior leaders at MIT recognize that participa-
tion in sports does not detract from an MIT
education, but rather enhances it, is a vital
part of it, and that it might even be one of the
compelling reasons that some students stay at
MIT! We have all heard, and maybe even
told, some of those stories over the years!

There are three points I would like to
make to the group assembled here tonight. 
Point One: We have made significant
progress over the past two-and-a-half years in
moving the agenda of FOMITC forward and
to expanding the department’s relationship
with the organization. Evidence of this is as
follows: 
• We have dedicated time and effort to meet-
ing with the executive committee of FOMITC,
and we have a plan for the future of rowing at
MIT. 
• We are in the second year of our proba-
tionary period for reclassifying women’s
crew to the Division I level. This is some-
thing that was supported by the FOMITC
membership, and we have guided this

process to likely fruition. 
• We have plans for taking recruitment and
retention of student athletes to new heights;
Karl Richter will talk more about this tonight. 
• We have created, for a two-year trial peri-
od, a women’s lightweight rowing program
and hired a full-time coach for that program. 
• We have shared financial information with
a subset of the board of directors of FOMITC,
and we are now working on the budgeting
and spending process annually with this sub-
set. One such meeting took place yesterday. 
• Monthly, we conduct a conference call
with the FOMITC board of directors to dis-
cuss issues and plans. These calls have been
instrumental to deepening our understanding
of each other and to moving the rowing pro-
grams forward. 
• We are working with Linda Muri to devel-
op the next rowing brochure. When com-
plete, this brochure will assist with the re-
cruitment process of student-athletes to the
rowing programs. 
Point Two: We know what the “SUCCESS” of
our rowing programs means to many of
you—once again becoming more competitive
in the EARC/EAWRC “SPRINTS” events. In
support of this element of success, we need
several things: ONE: We must attract and re-
tain experienced oarsmen and oarswomen.
Our competitors are not starting from scratch
in the development of strong rowers, and nei-
ther can we! TWO: We must continue to find
and retain the best freshman coaches we can
find. Compensation for these coaches must
keep pace with our peer institutions. We have
made progress, and we intend to make more
progress in this area. THREE: We must sup-
port the professional development of our cur-
rent rowing coaches: they are willing partici-
pants in development activities. FOUR: We
must continue to track and upgrade our
equipment and our boathouse. This is a huge
financial challenge and just one of the areas
in which you all can assist us! Pete Peterson
will lay out the financial plan for fundraising
that he and Jack Frailey are taking on. 

To facilitate these initiatives, I have as-
signed Richard Brewer, Project Manager for
DAPER to gather the information necessary to
help inform the budget and policy processes
for the rowing programs as well as to assist
with the fundraising efforts.

Please remember your rowing experience
when you plan your charitable gifts for 2004.
The programs need your annual giving help
NOW to sustain the progress we are making
together! Even a small increase, or giving for
the first time in any amount, will be helpful.
MIT and most other schools are in the same,
excuse me, “boat.” Without increased annual
contributions to the rowing programs, we
cannot possibly hope to sustain our pursuit of
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WOMEN’S ROWING

VARSITY OPEN COACH SUSAN LINDHOLM

VARSITY LT. COACH BUZZ CONGRAM

NOVICE COACH ANDREA GREELEY & MARIKA PAGE

ASSISTANT COACH MEGAN GALBRAITH

VOLUNTEER ASSISTANT COACH RICHARD BRANCH

MEN’S ROWING

VARSITY HVY. COACH GORDON HAMILTON*
FRESHMAN HVY. COACH DAN PERKINS

VARSITY LT. COACH IAN HUTTON*
FRESHMAN LT. COACH BILL PATTERSON

*NOTE: CO-DIRECTORS

MIT FULLY SUPPORTS CREW

A Message From The Head Of DAPER

(continued on page four)
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By Jack Frailey ’44
The mission of the Friends of MIT Crew

(FOMITC) is to enhance the success of the in-
tercollegiate rowing program, to promote a
rowing experience that enriches and extends
the total MIT education by encouraging the at-
tainment of excellence, and to provide a vehi-
cle for financial and inspirational support of
rowing at MIT. The board of directors is the
governing body responsible for carrying out
that mission.

This is a request to all members of Friends
of MIT Crew for suggestions for the nominating
committee to consider for positions on the
board of directors. Four of the twelve board
members are elected annually for three-year
terms that coincide with the Friends annual
meeting to be held each June. 

The nominating committee is chaired by

Mike Scott ’73, the immediate past-president
of FOMITC. Other committee members are
Jack Frailey ’44, the current president, and
Linda Muri ’85, the current treasurer. The
committee is interested in casting the broadest
possible net among FOMITC members to iden-
tify qualified men and women to serve on the
board, and now invites suggestions for nomi-
nations from the general membership of
Friends. Please communicate directly to:
mscott@alum.mit.edu; 919/392-2389; 
jhfrailey@alum.mit.edu, 508/752-2290; or 
lindamuri@alum.mit.edu, 617/497-5794.

A word about the election process:
Friends as an organization is made up of all
MIT rowing alumni. It is neither expected nor
required that a quorum of the total member-
ship appear for the annual meeting to cast
their vote. The board has discussed voting by

mail, e-mail, and website use, among other
options. The board will make every effort to
simplify the voting process and to use the ex-
perience of the alumni association to stream-
line procedures. Please look for information
on voting in a special mailing. Because the
website is developing and the e-mail lists are
far smaller than the total mailing lists for
Friends, we anticipate allowing for voting
using more than one medium. 

Thank you for allowing us to reach you
by e-mail, the most immediate means for
sharing information with MIT alumni. If you
would like to unsubscribe from this mailing
list, send a blank e-mail to list_unsubscribe@
alum.mit.edu and put the list name in the
subject line. For example, to: list_
unsubscribe@alum.mit.edu. Subject: mitcrew. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTION COMING UP

Nominating Committee Is Soliciting Names

By Karl Richter ’99
The MIT crew coaches are starting more

significant recruiting programs, both on-
and off-campus. Friends of MIT Crew sup-
ports the coaches and DAPER in efforts to
market the academic and rowing opportuni-
ties that MIT offers to potential students, as
we believe that a stronger outreach effort
will break down stereotypes and contribute
to a stronger applicant pool for MIT. Unlike
some Ivy peers, MIT’s admissions office will
never compromise on academic standards,
and we would not want them to compro-
mise. The goal of the MIT coaches is to in-
crease the number of academically qualified
high school rowers and athletes who apply
to MIT and to attract more of the athletes
from other sports and potential athletes in
the freshman class to convert to rowing
when they arrive at MIT. 

Over the past 15 years, rowing has been
the fastest-growing sport in high schools
across the country, including at public
schools. In many cases, the top academic
performers in high school who are rowers
do not even think about applying to MIT
because they do not perceive the opportuni-
ty to row in the Eastern Sprints league with
MIT and/or because rowing coaches at
other universities identify them first and en-
courage them to apply early to other
schools. MIT has failed to keep pace as aca-
demic peer universities have developed so-
phisticated recruiting tactics and contact
networks with high school coaches, and

have budgets to attract the top high school
student rowers. The coaches, DAPER, and
Friends recognize this as a competitive
challenge, and we are working together to
fix it. 

As Friends of MIT Crew, we want to see
MIT on a level playing field with academic
peers and traditional rowing rivals in re-
cruiting. A significant positive step in that
direction occurred in December 2003,
when Candace Royer, head of DAPER, ap-
proved a limited budget for “official visits”
for fiscal year 2005. The coaches and
Friends have been lobbying for a budget al-
location for recruiting for some time, and
we are optimistic that this budget allocation
can rise to parity with academic peers and
traditional rowing rivals over a number of
years, pending increased financial support
from alumni giving. 

With expanded recruiting efforts for MIT
crew, there are new ways for alumni to
help, as well as rules and limitations that
alums who are eager to help need to under-
stand. The key message is that alumni can
and should assist in limited ways, but that
the crew coaches and DAPER drive the re-
cruiting process and only they should com-
municate directly with applicants in any de-
tail about the crew program. 

We have posted a more thorough set of
guidelines for alumni on the Friends website:
http://www.fomitc.org/images/alumguide.pdf.
DAPER and Friends have cooperatively de-
veloped these guidelines. 

RECRUITING FOR MIT CREW:

RULES & ROLES

ACTIONS ALUMNI 
SHOULD TAKE TO ASSIST 

COACHES IN THEIR 
RECRUITING EFFORTS:

1. Sign up as an Educational
Counselor (EC) to help the
admissions office by inter-
viewing applicants to MIT.
Contact Stu Schmill to be-
come an EC. 
2. Tell the MIT coaches
about any student you meet
who is or may be applying
to MIT who may also be a
candidate for the crews. 
3. Introduce the MIT
coaches to rowing coaches
of your local youth and
high school rowing pro-
grams. If you know a youth
or high school coach, call
the MIT coaches and let
them know about your
connection. 
4. Offer to host the coaches
if they are in your area on
a recruiting visit. 



MIT rowing excellence! 
Contact Pete Peterson or Jack Frailey to

find out more about how you can “row
again” for MIT through your generous finan-
cial support! 
POINT THREE: WE MUST REMAIN POSI-
TIVE AND SUPPORTIVE OF FOMITC,
DAPER, AND MIT! 

Some of you have probably heard of the
challenges in retaining freshman coaches,
the difficulty in retaining large-enough crews
at times, and the struggles with making fi-
nancial ends meet. We understand that you
might view these things negatively, as non-
support of the rowing programs. However,

you must also recognize that programs of
this size and importance are not built in a
day, or a week, or even in a year or two. It
takes constant, positive, energetic emotional
and financial support to get where we all ob-
viously want to go! 

To recap: evidence of department and MIT
commitment to the rowing programs is found
in the reclassification of women’s crew; in the
much improved and now productive relation-
ship between DAPER and FOMITC. It is found
in the time and the dedication of department
human resources to put the issues on the front
burner and to solve them! 

John Benedict, Assistant Director for Ath-
letics, who meets with our rowing coaches

on a regular basis and carefully monitors the
rowing programs, and Richard Brewer,
newly-assigned to assist with the financial
processes in the rowing programs, are but
two examples of the allocation of DAPER
human resources to your sport. 

In closing: I ask tonight that you view the
proverbial “glass” that contains the MIT row-
ing programs again. Is it half-empty or is it
now half-full? I ask tonight that you think
about how you can help to fill the glass to the
brim! And finally, I ask that you keep in touch
with FOMITC and DAPER. Many of you are
pulling hard on the oars of change, excite-
ment, and a strong future for MIT rowing.
Thank you! 
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By Gordon Hamilton
Heavyweight Men’s Coach

This has been one of the more successful
fall seasons for the varsity heavyweights in
several years. The first race we entered was
the Head of the Ohio in Pittsburgh. The
heavyweights have been racing in this regatta
since 1989 as guests of Chris Ryan ‘69,
whose generosity—along with that of several
other alumni of western Pennsylvania—has
allowed us to participate in this growing
event. Now that the Head of the Charles has
become a two-day regatta, I believe that it is
now the largest single-day regatta in the
country. We began the day by winning the
club eight event by 16 seconds over second-
place Rochester Institute of Tech-
nology. There were a total of 24
crews entered in this event. As
we only bring one eight to this
event, everybody doubled up to
race again in the open fours
event. Here we came in second,
behind a very strong Penn A.C.
crew and fifth out of eight entries.

Our next race was the New
Hampshire championships the
following weekend. We regard
this as a sort of dress rehearsal for
the Head of the Charles the fol-
lowing weekend. Unlike the
Head of the Ohio, for which
boats are made strictly on normalized erg
scores, boats for the New Hampshire cham-
pionships are made up to produce the fastest
crews, which also will be racing in the
Charles. This is often the first race for our
freshman heavyweights. The frosh came in
second behind Bowdoin in the frosh four
event and 11th out of 20 in the frosh/high
school eights event. The varsity placed first

and 11th out of 20 in the open eights event,
setting a course record in the process.

The next week was the Head of the
Charles. The MIT heavyweights had a club
eight (our second varsity), a collegiate eight
(our first varsity), and a club four (our frosh)
entered. The club four came in 36th out of
41, the club eight was 33rd out of 53, and
our collegiate eight was eighth out of 40,
only 11 seconds behind the University of
Minnesota, which was second in the event.
This was an outstanding performance by the
MIT varsity.

After the Head, we broke up into fours
and shifted our practice times to the morn-
ings to take advantage of the daylight, which

leaves us in the afternoons. Our focus now is
the Foot of the Charles, held every year the
weekend before Thanksgiving.

An indication of how much potential the
varsity has this year came one frosty, still
morning when we were doing some seat rac-
ing to establish the first four for the race. I no-
ticed that we were lined up right on the 500
meter mark of the basin 2K course as we

were about to begin a three-minute piece at
30 strokes per minute, our typical seat racing
format. We paddled for three, built for three,
and set off for three minutes. I specifically
looked at where we finished up. We were
well past the 1500 meter mark. We had trav-
eled somewhere around 1000 meters in three
minutes at a 30! The first four was set! Unfor-
tunately, this boat never got a chance to
race. The night before the race, the three seat
in the boat ended up in the hospital. We did
not learn of this until the morning of the
race, so we did not make any changes to our
other boats and just scratched the first boat.
Our second four came in 25th out of 70 en-
tries and nine seconds ahead of Dartmouth’s

second four. Our third four was 48th
and our fourth four was 56th. The
freshmen came in 16th and 26th out
of 29 in the freshmen eights event.

This is the first year for new fresh-
man heavyweight coach Dan Perkins,
who comes to us from Dartmouth,
where he was the captain for two
years, and has also coached at Tufts.
Most recently, Dan rowed for the
winning Oxford blue boat against
Cambridge in The Boat race. Having
now spent two weeks at the end of
IAP coaching the Cambridge Universi-
ty women’s blue boat for the past two
years, I try not to hold this against

them. Dan has done a wonderful job with re-
tention of the frosh heavies. He began the
year with two eights and we still have two
eights of frosh. Spirit is very high, especially
after a successful and productive two-weeks
training in Florida, and we are really looking
forward to getting back on the water when
the Charles thaws.

HEAVYWEIGHT MEN’S CREW WRAP-UP
Varsity Heavyweights Enjoy A Very Successful Season

2003 varsity heavyweights tune up for competition. 

(continued from page two)

MIT Fully Supports Crew
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By Ian C. Hutton 
Lightweight Men’s Coach

Coming into the fall 2003 season, the
MIT lightweights were looking to the youth
of the program for some much-needed lead-
ership and inspiration. Having graduated
more than half of the squad (nine rowers
and two coxswains) in the spring of ’03, the
torch was passed to the next generation,
and they wasted no time in proving them-
selves. But the fall season is a test of both
maturity and preparedness, and the light-
weights would quickly learn the hard
lessons of just how important summer train-
ing can be.

With just three oarsmen returning from
last year’s freshman team, numbers at the
outset of the fall were small. But the squad
was committed and began in earnest to
prove that willpower was worth something.
The first varsity opened the fall season with
their fourth consecutive win at the Textile
River Regatta, rowing the course in 18:41,
just nine seconds ahead of second-place
Holy Cross in the lightweight eight catego-
ry. But with minor complications at the
morning’s weigh-in due to a last-minute
lineup change, the results were declared
unofficial. The second varsity went on to
compete in the club eight division, posting
a time of 20:33 and finishing 19th in a field
of 25. A group of recent alums also fielded
an eight at the regatta, racing in the open
eight category and finishing 15th out of 20
crews in a time of just 20:06.

In contrast to the varsity’s relatively small
squad size, the freshmen began the season
with over five eights, due largely in part to a
massive on-campus recruiting campaign.
The freshman lightweights opened their sea-
son the weekend following the Textile, tak-
ing two eights to the New Hampshire cham-
pionships. With less than three weeks’
experience in their rowing careers, the two
freshman eights fared quite well in their
debut, finishing 14th and 19th in a field of
20 eights, and getting their first taste of the

racing experience.
The Head of the Charles would prove to

be a true test of the varsity’s preparedness
and maturity. With less than half of the
crew returning from the eight that went to
IRA’s in the spring, the first boat struggled
with the poise and confidence necessary to
compete against the league’s best, to say
nothing of the talent from elsewhere in the
country and abroad. The first varsity stum-
bled through the first mile, failing to gain a
sense of rhythm in their settle, and it wasn’t
until the end of the second mile that they fi-
nally got comfortable and began to lengthen
out. But by that point, the damage had been
done and the first varsity would finish the
lightweight eight race in 23rd place with a
time of 15:55, nearly a minute off the pace
of the likes of Princeton, Navy, Harvard,
Penn and Cornell—thus proving once again
that there is no margin for error in a league
such as ours. The second varsity would
compete in the club eight race and, despite
their admittedly more comfortable race,
would also post a mediocre finish in 46th
place with a time of 17:30, including a 10-
second penalty for a missed buoy. Those
same alumni who made their appearance at
the Textile River Regatta suited up one more
time and also competed in the club eight
event. Striking up a more moderate pace
than their younger, and ostensibly fitter,
second varsity counterparts, they would fin-
ish in 50th place, posting a time of 17:52.

The appearance of the freshman light-
weights at the Dartmouth Invitational Regat-
ta is an annual reminder that the fall season
is drawing to a close and that winter is not
far away. Traditionally plagued by freezing
temperatures and heavy rain and/or snow,
this year’s regatta stayed true to form. But
this year’s freshmen dealt with additional
adversity in the form of high-speed colli-
sions. Having their composure shaken on
the starting line after being run down by a
women’s eight from BU, the freshman
squad regained what they knew of poise

and made their way down the course quite
adequately, the three eights finishing a re-
spectable 13th, 14th, and 15th in a mixed
field of heavyweights and lightweights.

The freezing temperatures in Dartmouth
would be just a bit of foreshadowing for the
remainder of the fall season as the varsity
broke down into fours and the freshmen
forged ahead in their preparation for that
numbing experience known as the Foot of
the Charles. This year, the weather gods
would grant a one-day reprieve as the regat-
ta would be rowed under chilly but other-
wise near-perfect conditions. In the varsity
race, which would be a mixed field com-
prised of heavyweight and lightweight fours,
as well as elite and masters’ doubles, the
three varsity fours would post times of
14:34, 15:09 and 15:52, placing them 6th,
9th and 11th respectively among the light-
weight crews. The freshman eights managed
to avoid most of the bridges, as well as the
majority of other obstacles on the course
such as competing crews, and turned in a
solid performance for the day, finishing 4th
and 7th among the freshman lightweight
eights.

Hopes of staying on the water for anoth-
er week or two after the Foot of the Charles
were dashed by the early appearance of ice
on the river, relegating the entire team to
the much-loved erg. Both the varsity and
freshman squads have taken to the weight
room in earnest, hoping to get a leg up on
the competition by maximizing their
strength. For the first time in several years,
the lightweights brought four eights—two
varsity and two freshman—on the IAP train-
ing trip to Florida. Much headway was
gained in terms of technical progress, and
many good times were had as the varsity
and freshmen got to know each other and
develop that fraternal bond that will prove
essential in pushing through the arduous
workouts ahead as the team moves back in-
side and continues to prepare for the spring
season.

LIGHTWEIGHT MEN’S CREW WRAP-UP
The Torch Passes To The Next Generation Of Rowers

REGIONAL CREW REUNIONS SCHEDULED FOR MAY
By Pete Peterson ’58

Whenever MIT crew alums get together,
they always have plenty to talk about, and
it is always a stimulating time. When we re-
alized that there are 470 MIT crew alums in
the San Francisco Bay area and 150 in the
Seattle area, we saw a terrific opportunity to
bring people up-to-date on the status and
the future of MIT crew. We all loved our
sport and got a lot from our rowing days
that continues to benefit us in many aspects

of our lives.
FOMITC will host a reception from 2

p.m.-4 p.m. on May 1 in Seattle and at the
same time on May 2 in San Francisco that
you all are invited to. The agenda will in-
clude lots of pictures and a history walk by
Jack Frailey. Jack will also share his view of
the future that FOMITC and MIT are jointly
working on.

Pete Peterson will talk about the goals
and the things alums are doing to help en-

sure the future of our sport at the institute. It
will give us a valuable opportunity to an-
swer your questions and learn the things
that you feel are important. If these first two
receptions are a hit, we will have them in
all major cities in the next few years.

For more information on the Seattle re-
union, contact Lola Ball ’91 via e-mail at
lolab@microsoft.com. For more information
on the San Francisco reunion, contact Bill
Hatrick ’54 at starbd7@adelphia.net.
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WE THANK THESE SUPPORTING MEM
The list below acknowledges contributions to MIT Crew made between Ju

James L. Baird ’40

Chester N. Hasert ’41

Sterling H. Ivison Jr. ’41

Robert E. Smith ’41

Thomas W. Carmody ’44

Langdon S. Flowers ’44

Douglas D. Russell ’44

William C. Howlett ’49

Chester M. Patterson Jr. ’49

William P. Reynolds Sr. ’49

John R. Saxe ’49

Herbert A. Frankel ’50

Roy M. Sachs ’51

Herbert B. Voelcker ’51

H. Edward Jans ’52

David W. Weiss ’52

Jesse D. Erickson ’53

Richard P. Simmons ’53

William H. Combs ’54

William L. Hartrick ’54

Charles D. Palmer ’54

Robert F. Buntschuh ’55

Gordon J. Burrer ’55

Terrance M. Carney ’56

Robert N. Sawyer ’56

Mike Brose ’58

James P. Moran ’59

A. William Peck ’60

George L. Zimmerman ’62

Harvey E. Bines ’63

J. William Gadzuk ’63

Robert S. Kurtz ’63

James H. Latimer II ’63

Robert E. Vernon ’63

Robert W. Wild ’64

Jesse Lipcon ’65

Christopher Whorton ’65

Kenneth Follansbee Sr. ’67

Christopher J. Davis ’68

Robert T. Haslam III ’68

Donors of $300 or more to the crew from July 1, 2003, through December 31, 2003.

MIT CREW THANKS THOSE WHO HAVE HELPED

CLASS OF 1933
Richard H. Valentine
CLASS OF 1935
Stanley M. Lane
CLASS OF 1936
Frank L. Phillips
CLASS OF 1938
Sumner H. Kalin
CLASS OF 1939
Latimer W. MacMillan Jr.
John C. Vyverberg Jr.
CLASS OF 1940
James L. Baird 
Boyden H. Hale 
Norman R. Klivans
CLASS OF 1941
William M. Folberth Jr. 
Joseph G. Gavin Jr.
Chester N. Hasert 
Sterling H. Ivison Jr.
Robert E. Smith 
CLASS OF 1942
Howard W. Boise Jr.
David B. Mitchell
CLASS OF 1943
Howard S. Gleason
Robert W. Caldwell Jr. 
CLASS OF 1944
Thomas W. Carmody 
Langdon S. Flowers 
Alexander Parker
Douglas D. Russell 
Robert A. Veitch
CLASS OF 1945
George E. McKewen Jr.
CLASS OF 1946
Stuart Edgerly 
Theodore P. Heuchling
Francis N. Kurriss
James S. Murphy
Martin L. Ray
CLASS OF 1947
Thomas L. Bell Jr.

Percy L. Nelson 
James F. Robertson 
CLASS OF 1948
John H. Banks 
Thomas W. Folger 
CLASS OF 1949
Harald C. Bjerke 
George F. Clements Jr. 
Donald E. Cleveland 
A. Neale Gordon
William C. Howlett 
Robert J. Lannamann
Chester M. Patterson Jr. 
William P. Reynolds Sr. 
John R. Saxe 
CLASS OF 1950
Herbert A. Frankel 
Donald E. McGuire
Robert N. Randall
CLASS OF 1951
Allen B. Fonda
Alex L. Primas
Roy M. Sachs 
Roger Murray D. Sirkis
L. Schonewald
Herbert B. Voelcker 
CLASS OF 1952
Irwin J. Grossman
H. Edward Jans 
Robert A. Manning 
William M. Rogers
Clifford M. Sayre Jr.
David W. Weiss 
CLASS OF 1953
Jesse D. Erickson 
Robert H. Mackintosh
Richard P. Simmons 
Michael D. Stanfield
Howard S. Stern
CLASS OF 1954
John P. Bradshaw Jr. 
William H. Combs 
George G. Conway 

William L. Hartrick 
Peter Paul Luce
Donald W. McGrath
Ronald L. McKay
Charles D. Palmer 
CLASS OF 1955
Robert F. Buntschuh 
Gordon J. Burrer 
Elisha R. Huggins
Lester A. Lee
Frank H. Scammell
Valdemar A. Skov
Irwin I. Sterman
Robert D. Wilkes
CLASS OF 1956
Edward W. Boggs 
Terrance M. Carney 
James F. Fleming 
Thomas G. Kudzma
Robert N. Sawyer 
CLASS OF 1957
Robert G. Bridgham 
Paul H. Carr 
Leonard F. Glaeser Jr.
Michael H. Myers
Thomas L. Springall
CLASS OF 1958
Mike Brose 
W. Nichols Latham
Cornelius Peterson
Rodney O. Rogers
CLASS OF 1959
Paul J. Buce 
Leonard E. Carr Jr. 
James T. Jeffries
James P. Moran 
Gerald L. Schroeder
Stephen Spooner
CLASS OF 1960
Michel M. Goutmann
Frederick A. Kinch
A. William Peck 
CLASS OF 1961

Donald G. Morrison
Barry M. Speyer
CLASS OF 1962
Tom J. Alexander 
Robert T. Brady 
Chester H. Riley
William M. Taylor
George L. Zimmerman 
Gerrit W. Zwart
CLASS OF 1963
Kenneth L. Andersen 
Harvey E. Bines 
J. William Gadzuk 
Dennis J. Hegyi
James H. Latimer II 
Robert S. Kurtz 
Paul Richman
Robert E. Vernon 
CLASS OF 1964
William A. Ribich
Peter W. Staecker
J. William Weber
Robert W. Wild 
CLASS OF 1965
Arthur A. Blanchard 
James R. Falender 
Edward P. Hoffer
James L. Larsen
Jesse Lipcon 
Henry A. Lichstein
Anthony W. Slusarz Jr.
Robert B. Tanner
David L. Waltz
Christopher B. Whorton 
Stanley A. Wulf
CLASS OF 1966
Joseph F. Balcewicz 
Brian D. Schumacher
Keith D. Stolzenbach
CLASS OF 1967
Guillermo W. Arnaud 
Steven H. Drucker 
Kenneth G. Follansbee Sr. 

Nathan A. Gammon
Alan R. Hausrath
L. Donald Partridge
CLASS OF 1968
Alan M. Cohen 
Christopher J. Davis 
Robert T. Haslam III 
Michael J. Marcus
Joel P. Robinson
Larry E. Rosenberger 
William H. Ryder
John A. Yasaitis
CLASS OF 1969
Bruce N. Anderson 
Henry G. Baker 
Rodger E. Doxsey 
Michael A. Neschleba
Bruce H. Parker
Christopher R. Ryan 
CLASS OF 1970
George C. Allen Jr. 
George E. Biehl 
John C. Head III
Hans P. Rasmussen
Michael I. Titelbaum
Guillermo J. Vicens
CLASS OF 1971
Joseph K. Boddiford Jr. 
Robert L. Justice
Michael F. Linehan
Robert D. Marshall Jr.
Thaddeus S. Nowak Jr.
Donald M. Saer 
CLASS OF 1972
Bradley C. Billetdeaux 
David S. Burns 
Riccardo J. Di Capua 
David M. Evans 
Wilford D. Gardner
A. Warren Lippitt
Robert W. Reiter Jr. 
Michael J. Rowny 
CLASS OF 1973
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Larry E. Rosenberger ’68

Bruce N. Anderson ’69

Henry G. Baker ’69

Rodger E. Doxsey ’69

Christopher R. Ryan ’69

Joseph K. Boddiford Jr. ’71

Donald M. Saer ’71

Bradley C. Billetdeaux ’72

David S. Burns ’72

Robert W. Reiter Jr. ’72

Michael J. Rowny ’72

Mike Scott ’73

Mark N. Hochman ’74

Gary H. Miyashiro ’74

Ralph Nauman ’74

Alan L. Unemori ’74

Gregory J. Allen ’76

Richard A. Inz ’76

Thomas A. Kush ’77

Alice E. Campbell ’78

Paul B. Rothman ’80

Howard W. Seidler ’80

Matthew V. Thompson ’81

Naomi J. Kagetsu ’82

Muh-Ching Yee ’82

Katherine A. Yelick ’82

Andrew D. Kellen ’84

Steven P. Larky ’84

Frank G. Slaughter III ’84

Ramon H. Cajina ’92

Holly L. Simpson ’92

Tolga I. Uzuner ’94

Lana L. Luoma ’96

Duane H. Dreger ’99

Karl K. Richter ’99

Larry W. Esposito 
Arleen Feng 
Jere B. Leffler
Michael S. Perlmutter
Mike Scott 
CLASS OF 1974
Larry E. Brazil 
Andrew S. Elliott 
Daniel C. Greene
Mark N. Hochman 
Gary H. Miyashiro 
Andrew W. Moehlenbrock
Ralph Nauman 
Alan L. Unemori 
Dirk Adrian Zwemer
CLASS OF 1975
Jean C. Glendinning
Joel L. Goodrich
Thomas B. Higgins
David I. Katz
Diane M. McKnight
Eric J. Schaffer
James A. Schretter
John Robert Stiehler
CLASS OF 1976
Gregory J. Allen 
David A. Campanella 
John G. Everett 
Anthony S. Foti
Richard A. Inz 
Michael D. McNamee
Michael Jay Newman
Michael A. Paluszek
CLASS OF 1977
Peter D. Beaman 
Lynn Yamada Davis 
Thomas A. Kush 
William A. Sweet
CLASS OF 1978
Paul D. Bayless 
Nathalie A. Brophy 
Alice E. Campbell 
Philip R. Kesten

Barbara K. Ostrom
Viesturs H. Ule 
John P. Zuman
CLASS OF 1979
George W. Blossom 
Frances Savoia Brown 
Paul E. Denney 
CLASS OF 1980
John O. Borland 
Laura A. Derevensky 
Kathrene E. Dutrow 
Daniel H. Ehrenfried 
Susan T. Ehrhardt 
Edward R. Gillett
Marta E. Gross
Todd H. Hubing
Paul B. Rothman 
Howard W. Seidler 
Gary F. Smith
CLASS OF 1981
John P. Bowen 
Claudia W. Buser 
David W. Copeland 
Jeff Green
B.J. Messinger-Rapport
Lee Y. Moriwaki
J. Robin Rohlicek
Matthew V. Thompson 
CLASS OF 1982
Daniel M. Chernoff 
Douglas W. Fries
Patrick T. Jensen
Naomi J. Kagetsu 
Michael C. La Bouff
Monica M. Reynolds
Richard W. Schaaf
Steve Snider
Douglas J. White
Muh-Ching Yee 
Katherine A. Yelick 
Nora A. Zirps
CLASS OF 1983
Lillian Cuthbert 

Marcello DiMare 
Steven D. Eppinger 
Andrew H. Mutz 
Thomas G. Rucker
DRandolph W. Schweickart
CLASS OF 1984
Ann E. Berner 
Scott M. Causbie 
Robert K. Heineman
Andrew D. Kellen 
Jean Kwo
Steven P. Larky 
Philip C. Michael
Heide Piper 
Frank G. Slaughter III 
Stephen J. Smith
CLASS OF 1985
Kathryn M. Balles 
Suzanne T. Lane
Linda E. Mar
David T. Okamoto
Karen D. Rowland
CLASS OF 1986
R. Stephen Callaghan 
Mary C. Engebreth 
Jennie Kwo
Stuart Schmill
CLASS OF 1987
Donald L. Alvarez 
Michael S. Cuffe 
Brett V. Gaspers
Matthew D. Healy
David A. Jesurum
Geoffrey R. Kelsch
Katharine F. Moore
Stanley S. Oda
Robert M. Smith
Marjolein van der Meulen 
CLASS OF 1988
Sheila Neville Flory 
Michael D. Fox
William W. Malecki
James E. Pierce

CLASS OF 1989
Richard M. Franklin
Richard C. Lightburn
Ted Pascaru
Jessica Maria Tuccelli
CLASS OF 1990
Deborah J. Baron 
M. Beth Neils
Brian L. Vajda
Laura N. Venditti
CLASS OF 1991
Victoria Atherton 
Lola M. Ball
Thomas J. Cole
Laura Lynn Beecroft Kramer 
Georgina Maldonado
Alex B. Min 
Jason B. Slibeck
CLASS OF 1992
Ramon H. Cajina 
Cynthia J. Holcroft 
Barbara S. Kremenliev
Bradley E. Layton
Geoffrey C. Mayne
Joe Melvin
Carlos E. Reategui
Holly L. Simpson 
Adam T. Singer
CLASS OF 1993
Bethany F. Grant
Geoffrey G. Parker
Marco A. Morales
Brian A. Rubin
CLASS OF 1994
Gregory M. Lubiniecki
Stephanie V. Gellar
Tolga I. Uzuner 
CLASS OF 1995
Brett W. Bader 
Rebecca L. Berry 
Andrea L. Jensen
Jock T. Jones
Scott T. Keller

Diane Hodges Popps 
Peter Y. Yao
CLASS OF 1996
Rebeccah J. Covert
Elaine A. Dickerson 
Lana L. Luoma 
Shelly E. Sakiyama-Elbert
Shruti Sehra
Judy A. Schuler
Kevin H. Yeh
CLASS OF 1997
Matthias Baxmann 
Amy C. Gieffers
Brian M. Smith 
CLASS OF 1998
Ervin Peter 
Diana Margarita Sanchez
Jeanne Yu
CLASS OF 1999
Eric A. Bevan 
Benjamin D. Boehm 
Duane H. Dreger 
Karsten August Kallevig
Mariah D. Luff
Jennifer L. Lykens
Karl K. Richter 
CLASS OF 2000
Katherine L. Croff 
Elizabeth V. Rose
Alyssa S. Thorvaldsen
CLASS OF 2001
Jennifer M. Elfalan 
James P. Morash
Darlene M. Staines
CLASS OF 2002
Richard John Frank
Dan Itsara
Mark Dodson Laughter
Hillary K. Rolls
CLASS OF 2003
John H. Dise 
Eamon F. Walsh
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By Susan Lindholm
Open Women’s Crew Coach

The varsity open weight women’s squad
is a young but determined group. Fifty per-
cent of the squad is composed of the 2002-
2003 novices. We also have the welcome
addition of two Cambridge exchange stu-
dents and a high school oarswoman who has
taken up the coxswain seat. As we prepared
for the Textile regatta, we learned that three
of our upperclassmen would not be able to
compete, and many oarswomen learned a
new side. We took a mixed eight of half 1V,
half 2V to test the waters. We finished 11th
out of 31 crews just five seconds behind U
Mass. The women did a great job executing
our even pace strategy. U Mass moved on us
early on, but we opened back up as mile
three approached. We also slowly overtook
and passed Colby in the final half mile.

We came home to prepare for the Head of
the Charles. We welcomed the return of our
coxswain, Maria Tanner ‘04, to our team.
The upperclassmen were to race in the club
four. We raced a steady race and returned
with our fastest time down the course. Our
time placed us beating George Washington
and just seconds behind Dartmouth. We had
entered the championship eight rather than

the club to test ourselves against our sprints
competition. We were very pleased to see
that we are beginning to move up through
the ranks and will continue to make that
progress for the remainder of the year. Our
club four finished 34th out of 50.

After the Charles, it was time for our
novices to head up to Dartmouth. All heads
in the boathouse turned when our novices
arrived. We have five squad members be-
tween 5'10" and 6'2"! Next year will be ex-
citing to combine an experienced varsity
squad with some great size. At the Dart-
mouth race you enter an “A” and a “B” boat
of as even speeds as possible. Our “A” boat’s
time would have had us finishing third over
Radcliff and UNH, but unfortunately, our “B”
boat lost its fin.

Our boat of truly “novice” novices tries to
see how close they can be to the experi-
enced novice eights in the Foot. This year we
could not catch the experienced novice
boats, but we did finish ahead of Radcliff and
Dartmouth’s inexperienced rowers. Our “A”
boat placed 12th out of 22, and the “B” boat
19th. This group of novices has great poten-
tial, and we look forward to watching them
race this spring.

The varsity raced a four and an eight in

the Foot. Once again we had to move the
course upstream due to poor water in the
basin. We entered three sophomores and one
junior in the fours race so that they could ex-
perience the different level of racing between
novice and varsity racing before the spring.
They did a great job and held their compo-
sure. The four finished 22nd out of 30, nice
improvements from the 27th place earned
last year. The eight held off our lightweights
and BC.

It was great to see our lightweight alum-
nae back in the boathouse and racing. We
do need to make a push and develop an MIT
alumna rowing organization so we see more
and more of you racing in the fall regattas. 

Our race schedule has changed a little bit
now that the open and lightweight teams are
separate. We will begin our spring racing
with a scrimmage in Florida over spring
break. Our first dual race will take place at
Georgetown on April 3 versus Georgetown,
George Washington, and Navy. We return
home to race BC, URI, and UNH on April
10. Our Dartmouth race has been resched-
uled for April 17. We finish off our dual rac-
ing May 1 at home versus BU and Radcliff.
Then we head off to sprints in Cherry Hill,
New Jersey, on May 9.

OPEN WOMEN’S CREW WRAP-UP
Women Train Hard, Excel On The Water

PHOTOS OF YOUR OLD MIT CREW ARE ON THE WEB
By Karl Richter ’99

We have assembled a collection of ap-
proximately 500 historical photographs of
MIT crews. We hope you will enjoy seeing
photos of your MIT crews and help us fill in
the missing names of your fellow oarsmen. 

The direct URL for the photo search page
is: http://www.fomitc.org/picturegallery/.
There are also links to the historical photos
from the Friends of MIT Crew site
(http://fomitc.org) and from the MIT crew 
undergraduate site (http://web.mit.edu/
mitcrew/www/).Don Burrer ‘55 and Jack Frai-
ley ’44 located and scanned most of these im-

ages from collections at the boathouse, the
MIT Museum, past Technique yearbooks, and
private collections of several oarsmen. 

The photo database is searchable along a
number of parameters: Name, Year, Squad
(lwt. men, hvy. men, lwt. women, open
women), and Event (such as Henley and
Head of the Charles). Unfortunately, we do
not yet have names associated with every
image, so the name-based search will not al-
ways work. If you are unable to find your old
crews with your name, try searching again
using the squad and year range parameters
only and leaving the name field empty. 

We know that there are errors in the photo
database. Please help us find and correct
these errors. Some photographs are labeled as
the wrong year or wrong squad, many pho-
tographs are missing names of all or some
oarsmen, and some photographs are misla-
beled by squad or year. 

Contact Don Burrer ’55 at donburrer@
comcast.net if you can help us with names of
oarsmen in photographs or help us correct
any other errors. Also contact Don if you
have additional photographs to contribute to
the web-based collection.

these efforts will lead to a greater appreciation
for the need for your financial support of the
MIT crew program as well. Mike Scott writes
about this need and how we’re trying to fill it.
It is especially severe this year and next, as
the Institute-wide budget crunch will have its
greatest impact on us.

So, if you have already given to MIT to get

inside the IRS tax year, please consider
adding to it before the alumni fund year ends
on June 30. If you haven’t yet made your do-
nation, there’s no better time than now; it’s
tax-deductible whenever you give it. And if
this is a five-year reunion year for you, re-
member that your gift to the Friends will also
count in your class’s total giving record.

Lastly, if you feel you can support the

Friends’ vision, mission, and goals laid out in
the article Pete Peterson and I wrote, we wel-
come it in any form you may wish to give it.
Clearly, financial support is an immediate
need, but we urge you to consider the giving
of your time and energy through service on
the board of directors. You will find an article
describing how that can happen; elections to
the board are imminent.

FOMITC Seeks To Involve Alumni
(continued from page one)



SPRING 2004 9

LIGHTWEIGHT WOMEN’S CREW WRAP-UP
Crews Focus Hard, Make Great Progress

By Buzz Congram
Lightweight Women’s Crew Coach

It has been a busy and productive inau-
gural fall and winter season for the varsity
and novice lightweight women’s crews.
With the able assistance of Marika Page,
novice women’s coach, and Conan Hom,
volunteer assistant coach, the lightweight
women are eagerly awaiting the opportunity
to test out their new style, improved en-
durance, and increased strength against our
challenging race schedule against more es-
tablished programs.

I have been very impressed with how
earnestly this group of athletes has em-
braced everything we have been trying to
teach. They have been quick to process in-
formation and turn it into precise physical
motion. They have been highly motivated to
be as good as they can be. They have been
conscientious about developing their capac-
ity for the rigor and discipline of regular
practice. 

The varsity has consistently boated an
eight and a four since the first day of prac-
tice. We had no experienced coxswains,
and our three walk-on novice coxswains,
Jeanna Liu, Nilika Chaudhary, and Amy
Lee, have been working diligently to get
up to speed as quickly as they can. The
novice numbers have been up and down
since the fall, but we hope to have a full
novice eight this spring.

With a varsity squad dominated by inex-
perienced but eager sophomores, we decid-
ed to forego early fall racing and concentrate
on learning how to row more effectively.
There was steady progress all fall that was
evidenced by our eight rowing down the
Head of the Charles course with a distinct
style that had the elements of similar body
posture, and a sense of rhythm, timing, and
swing. Although we were rowing consider-
ably lower than our opponents, our mission
of “making the boat feel better than it ever
had” was accomplished.

Further evidence of continued progress
was apparent in the Foot of the Charles
when our first varsity four beat two out of
the three Radcliffe lightweight fours entered
and a number of open-weight fours. Stroked
by freshman Laura Harris and backed up by
senior Elina Groberman and sophomores
Shutsu Chai and Sarah Newman, the four
had our strongest row to date. The boat was
coxed by senior Annemarie Grandke, one of
our strongest rowers who had a shoulder in-
jury and was unable to row.

Twenty-three athletes made our IAP trip
to Cocoa Beach, Florida, which allowed the
team to reach yet another level of increased
awareness and performance. The opportuni-
ty to have the athletes completely focused
on rowing really accelerated the progress of
both the varsity and novices. Our last work-
out of three times 2000 meters at 28—32

strokes per minute—was by far the fastest
the varsity eight had moved all year. 

As we continue to pound the ergs and
begin the ice watch with visions of open
water dancing in our heads, the varsity
squad has become more and more competi-
tive as people narrow the technique gap and
push to gain more strength and endurance.
In addition to the athletes already men-
tioned, senior Captain Jeanette Fershtman,
junior Yong-Hwa Lee, and sophomores An-
tonella Alunni, Kat Hung, Veena Ra-
maswamy, and Cathy Yao are all awaiting
their opportunity to seat race their way into
the varsity eight. Two newcomers as of this
quarter, senior Peh-Hua Wang and sopho-
more Erin Wei, are playing catch-up, but
they are showing a lot of desire and aptitude
for the sport. 

There is a lot of potential in our novice
squad, which is a pretty athletic group that
includes Vicki Deng, Christina Feng, Kim-
berly Harris, Pamela Hollingsworth, Cynthia
Lin, Jessica Lowell, Tiffany Wang, Kathleen
Yeh, and Debbie Zhuang. 

There is a real sense of anticipation for
the upcoming season and an eagerness to
see where our preparation will take us. I ex-
pect that this team will continue to improve
as the season goes on and derive a lot of sat-
isfaction from their efforts toward learning
how to go as fast as they can go.

“WE FEW, WE HAPPY FEW, WE BAND OF BROTHERS”

The following speech was given by Jeanette
Fershtman, captain of the MIT women’s
lightweight crew, at the Friends of MIT
Crew banquet held in October 2003.

By Jeanette Fershtman ’04
When you walk into the boathouse,

there is a picture in the front area with the
quote, “We few, we happy few, we band
of brothers.” I noticed it my freshman year
and liked it because I knew where the
quote was from and came to find it won-
derfully appropriate to rowing. But I’d say
the quote or mention the picture to other
people, and I always got a blank stare,
which I thought was a shame because not
only is the quote appropriate to rowing,
but the context of the quote is so wonder-

fully applicable to MIT crew.
The quote is from Shakespeare’s Henry V

in a speech given by the king the night be-
fore a great battle in which they are out-
numbered five to one. And even though the
odds are so overwhelmingly against them,
the king says that any man whose heart is
not in this fight is free to leave because he
would not fight with such a man by his
side. But for those who stay:

We few, we happy few, we band of
brothers
For he to-day who sheds his blood
with me
Shall be my brother. 

(Act IV, Scene III)
They will be as close to him as family.

And so it is with MIT crew. Every year we

get a large group of new faces around the
boathouse. Many of them are freshmen look-
ing to try something new. But MIT crew isn’t
easy. Rowing is a mentally and physically
exhausting sport. It is not for the faint of
heart. So, in the end, those who remain are
those whose passion and whose hearts are
truly in it. And we are as close as family.

And, of course, as always, this family
could not continue to grow and prosper
without the active support of its longest
standing members, our alumni. And so to
you I say, thank you. Thank you for keeping
this family strong. Thank you for giving us
the opportunity to get out of the rowing ex-
perience the same thing that you got out of
it, the same thing that keeps you so dedicat-
ed to us today. Thank you.

For more information on the spring races for all MIT crews, go to <http://www.fomitc.org/events.html>.
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MIT CREW IS IN A RACE FOR FUNDING
Alumni Can Keep MIT Crew Afloat
By Mike Scott ’73

We’re in a race to the finish line. While
MIT crew teams are competing with their Ivy
League counterparts (Harvard, Yale, Cornell,
Radcliffe, etc.), we MIT crew alumni are com-
peting in a race to provide adequate funding
for the crew program itself. Right now, we’re
lagging behind in this important race, with
most of our Ivy League counter-
parts ahead of us. However, we’re
gaining momentum and asking
you for additional help this year to
close the gap.

In MIT’s fiscal year 2003
(FY’03), which ended June 30,
2003, FOMITC contributed $182K
toward MIT crew expenses. We
raised a record $134K from MIT
alums. Do the math and you’ll see
that we spent $48K more than we
were able to collect from alumni
contributions. Fortunately, we
have a reserve balance in the
FOMITC (and women’s crew)
funds from previous years that al-
lowed for this additional expendi-
ture. In fiscal year 2004, which
ends June 30, 2004, the current budget calls
for FOMITC to contribute $290K toward MIT
crew expenses. And even while we’ve
launched a more organized fundraising cam-
paign this year, we’re unlikely to raise that
much money at our current rate.

FOMITC increased its investment in the
crew program because of its expansion and
our determination to help today’s crew

champions compete on a level playing
field, so to speak, with their rivals. Exam-
ples of increased FOMITC spending include
the new women’s lightweight crew program
and increased salaries for frosh coaches,
who have been significantly under-compen-
sated when compared to MIT’s Ivy League
peer group. We’re working closely with MIT

to allocate resources cautiously and careful-
ly in FY’04, and in FY’05 to reduce the
heavy reliance upon FOMITC funding that
was observed during FY’03.

Having established the nature of these fi-
nancial challenges, it’s clear that we—the
alumni and friends who recognize that MIT
crew is a vital part of student life and learning
and the overall MIT experience—must all do

our part to save and preserve this program by
raising additional funds. Your participation in
the next couple of years is especially crucial,
as MIT budgets have been significantly re-
duced. In parallel, we have developed a
longer-term plan to build endowment funding
that will sustain MIT crew in the long-term
and reduce dependence on annual expend-

able funding. But we also know
that building long-term security
will take many years to achieve. If
you have an interest in setting up
or contributing toward an existing
MIT crew endowment, please
contact Pete Peterson (ppeterson@
alum.mit.edu; 978/264-9500).
MIT crew alums can make gifts of
stock, planned gifts (gifts that pay
you back), or include the crew
program in estate planning as ad-
ditional ways of strengthening the
crew program both in the short-
and long-term. Learn more about
this at http://web.mit.edu/
giving/how/index.html.

So how much have we raised
for MIT crew in FY’04? We are

about 60 percent through FY’04, and we
have raised about $104K thus far, which is
about 50 percent ahead of last year’s pace,
but short of where we want to be. Let me di-
vide up the sources for those contributions
into three categories described below.
2004 reunion classes: 

Crew alumni from classes celebrating their
reunions this year—the classes of 1929,

1934, 1939, etc. to 1999, have increased
the focus on their crew connection by
using the reunion as an opportunity to
renew giving to the crew program. Addi-
tionally, we encourage reunion year alum-
ni to participate in the reunion row on Sun-
day, June 6 (see Ron Young’s article for
more information). There is a lot of
fundraising potential for crew alumni cele-
brating their reunion, and FOMITC is
working to leverage those efforts. Crew
campaign captains for each reunion class
and additional reunion year alumni are
calling and writing their fellow crew alums
to encourage support for MIT crew during
the reunion year. Gifts to any MIT program
or fund, including MIT crew, will be cred-
ited toward the overall class reunion gift,
announced during Tech reunions. As you
can see from the spreadsheet below, 191
crew alums (~23 percent of all crew alum-
ni celebrating a reunion this year) have
contributed $30,912 toward MIT crew and
over $100K to all MIT causes! This total is
as of January 1, and we would like to dou-
ble or triple this total by June 30. See how
your class is doing in this “MIT crew alum

(continued on the facing page)



By Ron Young ’63
The Race

On Sunday, June 6, alumni will compete by reunion class to claim
the Reunion Row Bowl! In the previous reunion row in 1999, the class
of 1954 won in a time of 1:12.5. The competition begins at 8 a.m.
The Challenge

The row consists of two heats, a qualifying heat and a final heat,
using eight-man shells. Both heats begin at the near side of the Harvard
Bridge and end at the far side of the boathouse pier. All boats compete
with a handicap of 1.5 seconds for every five years out.

We expect at least one boat each for reunion classes ’54 thru ’99.
Some classes will try to field separate lightweight and heavyweight boats.
Others may have separate men’s and women’s boats. There will be one
or more “pickup” eights for five-year classes without multiples of nine
folks present. There will also be “pickup” eights for non-reunion alums
who want to row. We have two ’49 alums who will be included in this.

We encourage all alums to attend regardless of their graduation
year and regardless of whether they are capable of going out in an
eight. For example, we expect a good turnout from the ’44 alums at-
tending their 60th reunion.
Get Psyched!

If you are interested, members of five-year reunion classes should
contact your class’s reunion row manager. The accompanying table
lists the reunion row manager(s) for each class, along with their
alum.mit.edu e-mail address ID. We urge you to get in touch with them
so they can start planning boat-seating assignments.

If there is interest, the reunion row managers could incorporate a
practice row and/or crew luncheon.

We have arranged with Gordon Hamilton at the boathouse for
practices the weekend of the row. Practices will be held Saturday
morning (June 5, 2004), 7 a.m.-8:15 a.m. and 8:15 a.m.-9:30 a.m.,
on a first-come, first-served basis. Boats and time are in short supply,
so please contact your reunion row manager to sign up for practice as
soon as you can. 

The reunion row will be included on the Tech Reunion’s registra-

tion form this year. There will be space for people to indicate whether
they would like to come as spectators or rowers. However, members
of five-year reunion classes should also check in with their reunion
row manager. 

For updated information, see the reunion row page at:
<http://alum.mit.edu/ne/reunions/reunion-row.html>.
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2004 REUNION ROW: SUNDAY, JUNE 6
Compete By Reunion Class For The Reunion Row Bowl!

#
Alums

42
43
43
36
61

45
46
59

120

124

130

Year

1949
1954
1959
1964
1969

1974
1979
1984

1989

1994

1999

Reunion
Row

Manager(s)

none
Stanley Kolodkin

Steve Spooner
Michael Drooker

Bruce Anderson(LT)
Chris Ryan(HW)

Andy Moehlenbrock
Rick Meinig

Steve Larky(LT)
Charlie Oppen-

heimer(HW)
Ann Berner(Women)
Rachel Kaminer(HW)

Doug Vincent (LT)
Anh Thu Vo (Women)

Hans Liemke
Eric Martin

Karl Richter(M)
Tyra Rivkin(W)

@alum.mit.edu
ID

skolodkin
stevespooner

miked
brucenanderson

cryan
awm74

rpmeinig
larky

coppenheimer

aeberner
rkaminer
dvincent

avo
hage

ermartin
krichter
trivkin 

race” and see if you can help your boat “win
the race” in FY’04 fundraising! At the mo-
ment, the ’69 crew alums are leading the race
for MIT crew contributions!
Annual giving:

Fortunately, we have a very loyal group of
MIT crew alumni who are consistent annual
donors, providing vital support to MIT crew
EVERY year! We would like to strongly ap-
plaud this commitment and encourage more
alumni to follow suit! The classes not having
a reunion constitute about 80 percent of the
alum population. We want to keep ALL MIT
crew alums informed and involved on an on-
going basis, not just during a reunion. As you
can see from the enclosed chart, 296 crew
alums (~9%) have contributed $57,378 to-
ward MIT crew! This total is as of January 26,
and we would like to at least double this
amount by June 30. See how your range of
class years is doing in this “MIT crew alum
race” and see if you can help your boat “win

the race" in FY’04 fundraising. At the mo-
ment, the ’65-’68 classes have a very slight
lead in the race for MIT crew contributions. 
Matching and foundation gifts:

As of January 26, there has been $15,823
donated in matching or foundation gifts to
one of the two MIT crew accounts in FY’04.
These are not broken out by alum class, so
we put this in its own category. A key point
here is to take advantage of corporate match-
ing gift programs whenever possible, since
they can double or even triple the impact of
your gift.

Most of you have been or will be contact-
ed by mail and/or phone from fellow alums or
crew students who are helping in the
fundraising drive. If you’re in a position to
make contributions to MIT crew, we greatly
appreciate your generosity and support. We
are focusing considerable attention on
fundraising out of necessity. We aren’t raising
money to buy extra boats or anything that

isn’t essential to maintain or enhance the MIT
crew program. Giving to MIT crew is very
easy. In fact, you can even bypass red tape,
right at this moment, by making your contri-
bution at MIT’s online giving site:
<https://alum.mit.edu/giftform/GiftMain.dyn>.

There are two funds that directly benefit
MIT crew: FOMITC Fund 3855200, which
supports all the crew teams; and the
Women’s Crew Fund 2641700, which sup-
ports the women’s crew teams.

If you prefer, we can send you a contribu-
tion form via mail if you would rather trans-
mit your gift using the traditional method. Or
call 800/MIT-1865 to make a pledge and/or
to request that a contribution form be mailed
to you. Make sure that all of your contribu-
tions go to one the crew funds listed above.

We will update you in upcoming STBs on
this very important crew alumni race, in
which every alumnus and class wins by rais-
ing funds for MIT crew!

Alumni Can Keep MIT Crew Afloat
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